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“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3 

 

It was good to be back in Japan in late January and February with our people.  News of the COVID-19 virus in our region 
surfaced, however, we were able to conduct services and activities as normal.   
 
The husband of one of our church members came for the first time in about seven years and we pray that he will start 
coming on a regular basis. We also had a sports day and played basketball and badminton.  It was a good time of 
fellowship and three people came who used to attend our church many years ago.    
 
In our apartment complex there is an elderly lady, Mrs. Kanda, whom we have talked with on different occasions.  As she 
grows older, she fears more and more about the future. She fears about the increase in violence, about getting old, about 
her health, loneliness, etc.  She knows about our church in town but has stated she is a Buddhist and wants to remain one.  
It is sad to see people cling to their culture and traditions, even though it brings them no peace or hope. We are praying 
for the Holy Spirit to work in her heart in a supernatural way.     
 
Please pray for Pastor Yamazaki who underwent surgery in January.  Unfortunately, after the surgery he came down with 
an infection and had to undergo another surgery to keep the infection from spreading.  He has undergone various 
treatments in the hospital and needs our prayers during this time.   
 
While passing out church invitations stateside we met a lady named Loretta (a native Indian from Canada) who was in her 
60’s or so.  I asked if she attended church, and her answer surprised me.  She said she was not attending church but was 
interested in going as long as she would not be belittled for her health problems and as long as she would not be ridiculed 
for being poor.  She also said the church she previously attended wanted her to pay for church transportation to the 
services. As I listened to her story it became evident that she had been through many difficult experiences.  Many years 
ago, when she was young, a missionary came to her tribe in Canada and told her about Jesus. The Bible teachings were 
contrary to her tribe’s culture, beliefs, and way of life. However, she accepted the Bible teachings and soon her family 
ostracized her.  Sometime later the missionary that told her about Jesus was killed, and she had been wounded with a 
knife, but the Lord spared her life.  She came to America and started going to church.  The church she attended told her 
that she was demon possessed because she had seizures at times.  There were people also that ridiculed her for being 
poor. As she told us her story she began to cry because she had lost hope. She has been unable to visit her family and 
daughter for 38 years because of her faith.  She told us how the Lord has been with her though, through all the difficulties.  
The doctors diagnosed her with epilepsy some time ago and gave her medication for it.  Little by little her seizures have 
decreased, and she thanks God for it. We tried our best to encourage her in the Lord and offered her transportation to 
church.  We pray the Lord will use her life to be a testimony, especially to those who come out of pagan cultures where 
they are ostracized and find themselves orphans in this world.  Praise God for the Good Shepherd who will never leave nor 
forsake His own!       

              Reporting on  

 January – February 2020 



 

There is a man in our neighborhood in his 60’s, named Tim.  He is in declining health and I have prayed for the Lord to give 

me an opportunity to give him the plan of salvation.  Around January I found out the doctors gave him only 3 - 6 months 

more to live.  He is taking it pretty well and is getting his life in order.  Recently the Lord gave me the opportunity to tell 

him about Jesus and his death on the cross for our sins.  He was kind and listened politely.  He felt that he had been a 

pretty good person and did his best in life.  I told him there was nothing wrong with doing good works, however, a physical 

deed or good work cannot produce the spiritual change that is needed; only Jesus Christ can do that. Please pray for the 

Holy Spirit to work in his heart.   

 

Update: Due to the coronavirus my plans to leave for Japan in early April will likely be postponed.  We will continue to 

have Bible studies and preach to our people weekly through video conferencing.  

Prayer Requests: 1) For Tom and Carol Johnson (former missionaries to Papua New Guinea) and the health challenges they 
have been dealing with.  Please pray that Dr. Li or a doctor at the University of Washington will be able to successfully 

treat Carol for Guillain-Barré Syndrome. 2) For the salvation of Mrs. Kanda and Tim. 3) For God’s healing hand upon 
Pastor Yamazaki.  4) For God to give us witnessing opportunities to those searching for the truth.    
 

Through your prayers and support you allow us the privilege 

to bring the hope of Jesus Christ to lost souls in darkness. Thank you! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

The Brigham Family 

 


