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Most reports from the mission field these days all reflect the same message of 
limited access and country restrictions.  It’s really no different in Zambia as borders close and limiting measures are put into 
effect. While the press so eloquently coins this time as “the new normal”,  very few things actually feel normal. We can’t help 
but notice that current events are causing more than just mere inconveniences to our everyday lives. Economies are 
destabilizing the world around and times are hard for everyone, both Stateside and abroad. 

Like as with so many, church work has also been restricted in Zambia. In town, we’ve been able to continue discipleship and 
small scale Bible studies. We’ve even started using social media as a platform of reaching out in the city of Chipata. There are 
still many hurdles with this approach but there are a host of opportunities as well. In the village, however, internet access 
isn’t even an option as most areas don’t have cell coverage and very few people even own phones. If ever there was a need 
for more feet on the ground, it’s now! The only way to effectively reach rural communities is to physically go from village to 
village. For our leadership team on the ground, this translates into a lot of time either walking or bicycling as they encour-
age the people. For us, it means a lot more time in the truck and a lot more wear and tear on our already patched up vehicle. 
Because of its condition, we started fundraising for a new 4x4 in February. It was pretty amazing to see 10% of our goal 
come in last month to meet this need! In a time of so much uncertainty, we were greatly encouraged and humbled by the 
faith and generosity of our Stateside ministry partners. We still have a ways to go, of course, but it’s exciting to see progress! 
Would you help us equip the Gospel with wheels as we reach out to Zambia’s Eastern Province and beyond? On a separate 
note, work has continued at Chiyembekezo Farms! If all goes well, we’ll be set to plant the trees and crops in the next couple 
weeks! This farm will be run by the church, and its proceeds will help fund various ministries! It has been three years of 
organizing and planning this out, so to be this close to its completion is very exciting! 

Chipata’s restaurants are mostly owned by local Muslim Indians, and have followed the rest of the world’s lead by switching 
to only take-away orders. Thinking it might be a fun outing for the kids, we told them to get ready for a new adventure of 
ordering ice cream! From all corners of the house, colorful bandanas and headscarves were produced, most favoring that 
stylish option over a surgical mask. The kiddos had fun twisting, tying, and looping their colorful coverings around their 
heads/hair/necks, getting it to stay in place! Our completely covered troop left the shop a short while later with treats in 
hand, passing some of our covered Muslim friends on the walk, and I had to chuckle a bit at how difficult it now was to tell us 
apart! ;-)
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Ready to plant trees at Chiyembekezo Farms! 
Set to launch in a couple weeks! 


