
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,                                                                                            Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov. 2020 

 

 We hope that you are doing well in the Lord, as you rest in him. I want to first apologize for the lateness of this 

letter. Normally we try bi-monthly to send a letter out, but these past weeks kept pushing it later. We appreciate your 

faithfulness and part in the mission here. Part of (Isaiah 34: 16), says “Seek ye out the book of the LORD and read:..” 

As we know, a closed Bible is not what the Lord desires in our lives and sadly, the Lord has to continually remind us to 

read his words, because of our old nature. In Joshua 1 true success and prosperity is connected with his words and in 

Revelation 1 a special blessing. And Paul reminded Timothy in (2 Timothy 3:15), that salvation comes thru God’s holy 

words. In the past weeks, the biggest blessing has been to see many souls read the scriptures either silently or out loud and 

receive a witness directly from the Lord. Nearly a month or so ago before they issued a lockdown here in Italy, we were 

able to go pass out gospel tracts as a family and street preach in the two capital cities in our area, Bolzano the capital of 

South Tyrol, Italy and Innsbruck, the capital of Tirol, Austria. The people took the tracts fairly well, and the blessing was 

to see a few reading the gospel tracts after receiving them.  

 Another open door to sow the gospel in some hearts has been to meet some of the contacts we have now through 

Tirzah’s school and my Luca’s Kindergarten. One mother invited Graziella over for a visit and so my wife prepared a 

small gift with a Bible verse. When the little gift was presented, the mother noticed the verse and tried to ignore it and set 

the gift on the side for later. But the daughter out of curiosity took it to her Dad at the kitchen table who read it out loud. 

The mother is named Karin and the father is Samuel and they both seem pretty open. We hope to have them over in a 

week to witness to them again.  

Two people have told us point blank that they will never be “converted” and seem bitter against the truth. One of 

which is our landlord who after about a dozen visits with my wife for tea etc., saw an English Bible Calendar by our door 

and said, “What does this say?” My wife told her the verse then in Italian and she replied, “Well, maybe I would be 

interested in reading the Bible, but…. only the old one….” Please pray for Marcela to be saved. 

My son’s Kindergarten asked if anyone could donate a firepit or ring for the kids to have a fire outside in the 

woods every morning. I saw it as an opportunity and bought one but had idea to use it to sow the word in the kids’ hearts. 

I engraved in the metal of the ring part John 14:6 in German on one side and Italian on the other. “Jesus… the way, the 

truth and the life…” On the day it was being picked up by a lady from the Kindergarten, named Jasmin, she read it as 

she put it in the car and then she said…”Schöner Spruch” (Beautiful saying/quote). She seems very open as well, and we 

covet your prayers for her salvation.  

For two month I was able to work part time at a stone and masonry outfit here down the hill from me. It is very 

well known and is the only one of its sort in our valley, and the Lord opened the door for a temporary 8 week time frame 

to work part time a bit. I assumed that I would be cutting countertops and granite slabs but ended up the first day in a 

catholic Cemetery for my first few hours. The weeks following had me visit over 20 different catholic graveyards, seeing 

the inside and the end of the faith of the people here. They like to believe that many of these lost Catholics made it to 

heaven with almost all the gravestones etched with such things as, “God called him to himself.”, “Hidden in God”, “Rest 

in Peace”, “The Resurrection, our next meeting…”  etc. After dumping the holy water over a few times and getting burned 

on the holy candles, I was getting pretty tired of being in the Catholic graveyard. Well, one day on the way to work, I 

decided to bring my German N.T. to read as we drove along an hour into Austria. Well, as I started reading, my 87-year-

old boss and owner looked over and asked what I was reading and then took the New Testament out of my hands. He read 

silently in the book of Acts, where I was reading and then handed it back without saying a word. I offered to bring him a 

Bible, and he said, he doesn’t have time to read. On another occasion as he was driving the forklift, he read the magnet 

verses on my car and mentioned it later in the workday. Please pray for Peter Gschnitzer to be saved. 

A neighbour named Armin, who is from Steiermark, Austria and left the catholic church is very open to the 

gospel. I went on a hike last week with him and witnessed to him for a couple hours. He ended up realizing that he has to 

decide between his righteousness and works or the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary. I ended up telling 



him that his best works are like a pile of manure in German, and he said, “You’re probably right...” He wants to do more 

outings and spend more time together and seems close to salvation. Please mention him in prayer. Thank you. 

 

As we have been finishing our move our landlord noticed a few wood furniture pieces and workbench that I had 

to build and asked me to build a fence by her barn and also some pens for some ponies. On this horse farm where we live 

there is a farmhand who works with horses named Luciano and as I was building and cutting wood up in the hayloft, he 

came to get hay for the horses. I tried to witness to him in Italian and couldn’t get too far, but I thought he seemed pretty 

open. I told him that I will be going to heaven after I die, and my real home is in Heaven with God. He told me he was 

afraid of death. I knew that my wife could better witness to him in Italian, so I invited him over to eat with us a day later. 

He sat at the table and after a while I opened a Bible, and we were able to see him hear the gospel for the first time. He 

read verses in Romans and Corinthians out loud and we ended up reading about the book of life in (Revelation 20:15), 

and if your name is not there, you going in the fire. I told him that my name is there in the Book of Life, and that my wife 

didn’t write it there, my mama didn’t write it there, no priest wrote it in there etc, but my Saviour, Jesus Christ wrote it 

there. I asked him if he would like to call upon the name of the Lord to save his soul. He said he would and prayed and 

asked the Lord to grant him forgiveness and save his soul. Amen! A couple days later we saw him working and we asked 

him if he was glad, he asked the Lord to save him. He said, “Of course, I am glad I asked the Lord to save me.” And told 

me he has been reading his Bible. Amen. He has been saved about a week and has since visited us on this past Sunday for 

church and wants to keep coming, as it sounds. We appreciate you mentioning him in your prayers. “Likewise, I say unto 

you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” (Luke 15:10) 

We want to thank each one of you who have sacrificed to support, encourage, and labour with us here. I regret not 

being able to thank you face to face but the Lord will reward you in glory. It is a very dark place spiritually and the need is 

great. Thank you for your world vision of the eternal harvest of souls. We covet your prayers for a few things coming up. 

We are looking at next week getting the kid’s Italian citizenship finished and a few other official things here. Also, please 

pray for wisdom and direction on how to minister here with the ever-changing virus situation. We were able to have a 

good time yesterday with Brother Daniele and his family and see some growth already in their lives. There are many souls 

who have received a witness in the past weeks, and we hope to see some come to the knowledge of the truth. Amen. 

“…Occupy til I come.” -(Luke 19:13b) 

            -In Christ Jesus,  

            Brother Joel, Graziella, Tirzah, Luca 

  

                                                                                                                        

 

 


