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a tremendous blessing in helping us settle. The Brazilian bureaucracy is infamous for its  
ability to infuriate the calmest person but praise the Lord for his mercy that helped us  
obtain our CPF cards (like a US social security card) without much hassle. This is just the beginning of our 
journey to being residents in Brazil so we’d appreciate the continued prayers for our paperwork. Right now 
we have an apartment on the edge of a residential area to stay in temporarily until we can find a more 
permanent place before we start language school. It is a really big adjustment for my family who has resided 

in a town with less than 100,000 for most of 
our lives, to now live in a huge metropolis 
of over 20 million people.  
 

   Even with all the change we are so happy 
to have a Bible believing Brazilian church to 
attend that is only about 25 minutes away 
from the language school. The first Sunday 
we were there was really encouraging 
because we were able to enjoy the song 
service since they sung all the old familiar 

hymns along with an orchestra to accompany the singing. The church people were so considerate, they had 
someone interpret the service for us and we have already made some friends there who speak a little 
English. After the church my wife and I were swarmed by the church bus kids who wanted to practice their 
English with the Americans. At that moment I was reminded how much of a blessing it is to be an American 
but more so I see the opportunity it opens to us to reach the inquisitive younger generation here in Brazil.  
 

   Already we have had some good interactions giving out gospel tracts to the locals and a few have opened 
up into some limited witnessing opportunities. One was the conversation I had with a young man, Filipe, an 
Uber taxi driver who understood some English. His life dream is to visit America someday and he wondered 
why we would ever leave the US, from that I was able witness to him and explain why we left America and 
what we were doing in his country. In the end, he was interested in coming to church but mentioned that he 
lived too far away to visit and so I had to leave him with a gospel tract, an invitation tract to church and 
prayer that God would continue to deal with him. Another account happened outside a store, where a young 
woman in distress carrying a dirty, tattered clothed little boy, about our daughter’s age, approached my wife 
to ask for food for her baby. Later on my wife mentioned that the sadness of the situation struck her because 
of the contrast of their lives, the lady had no help in this life and no hope in the future without Christ but the 
opposite was true of my wife. Without being able to communicate in her language we did all we could and 
she was left with some temporal help, a gospel tract and prayer.These events again reinforce what we know 
already that our priority is to focus on learning Portuguese so we can be a better light to the Brazilian 
people. 
 

   Finally, seeing the Lord work in our lives never gets old! We had a specific answer to prayer that happen 
the first week we were in Brazil, my wife and I were discussing our need in finding a Pediatrician that speaks 
English so we could take Elaina to if she got sick again. We then set out for the day to pick up some 
household supplies in a few stores, and not much time later my wife needed to change the baby and the 
place had a family room for that purpose. When she returned from the room she was speaking to a Brazilian 
lady who spoke good English and who just happened to be a Pediatrician that offered to be Elaina’s doctor. 
We are so glad to see the Lord care for our needs in this way and we’re so thankful to know we serve a 
Great God! 
 

   Again we would like to testify that God is good and merciful in the answer to the prayers of his saints! 
Thank you very much to everyone for your faithful support and all those who have lifted us up through these 
challenging times. We do still sincerely covet your prayers and may the Lord bless you all as well!
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Revelation 21:5a “And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new…” 
 
 

    New things are not always good unless the Lord is at the center of it and we’re glad to look back and see Him 
involved with so many things in our life this past year that are new to us.  Moving to a new country, learning a 
new language and culture, making new friends, and seeing some new names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  
Looking forward into the new year, hopefully after the burden of 2020 that the Lord allowed to weigh on us all it 
has not broke us down but by His grace has given new strength spiritually to bear more than ever before.  In the 
end this year has been extremely trying but your kindness, prayers, and support throughout the year has kept us 
going, we cannot express how encouraging you all have been and how thankful we are for you holding us up 
here in Brazil.  2020 will not be soon forgotten and the challenges this year have repeatedly directed our 
affections on things above and made us desire even more for the Lord to finally and forever make all things new!  
 
    Most of our time the past few months has been occupied with searching for our own place to live, finding 
furniture and appliances that would fit in an apartment and just in general the frustrations that go along with the 
“cares of this life” which has been intensified by being in a foreign country.  Further details on these things later 
but I mention that to say I learned many times these things that cause stress can in fact be seen as blessing if in 
the right perspective.  Taking a break from moving, we were eating lunch at a lanchonete (eateries found 
everywhere here that serve snacks and light meals) when we met a nice talkative boy named Davi.  We had a 
good conversation with him before he moved on but he stuck in our minds throughout the week.  Not by chance 
one day, we were finishing up some errands when we came across a family living on the street. They were 
without any real conveniences or comforts and all of their goods were crammed under outstretched blue tarps.  
Amongst some kids playing nearby we were surprised to see Davi, he and his family lived there with another 
family making up 12 in all.  It was around Thanksgiving time so we observed the holiday by passing on some of 
the benefits the Lord has loaded us with (Psa. 68:19). We visited the 
family a few times to give them some basic necessities, hygiene 
items, food and clothing along with a variety of gospel tracts and 
evangelistic material.  This encounter helped me to consider, instead 
of having a frustrated attitude about the hassles of moving and so on 
to try to be thankful that God has given us these comforts and 
conveniences even though they may come with undesirable 
difficulties.  
 
    Most importantly with this story each of them was given the gospel and the chance to receive the greatest 
benefit of all from God, salvation.  A while after I was able to return with Christmas presents for the kids and talk 
to the parents a few times about what they thought of the gospel tracts but was never able to clearly understand 
if any of them made a decision to trust Christ.  Sometimes it was difficult to find them since Davi’s dad goes out 
earning money by pulling a wagon collecting things for the local recycle pickup, the mom is out with the youngest 
kids begging near the markets and the older kids go to school.  The last time I visited them, they were excited 
about getting off of the street and later in December they were moving to a house.  We have had many of these 
opportunities to get the gospel to families on the street along with some care packages.  In another area a man 
received the package we gave him held up the gospel tract saying, “we need this,” and asked for more tracts 
because he knew of 4 more families living nearby in a small park.  We are praying the physical provisions will 
help soften the heart of these people in this hard situation so the seed of the gospel that was sown will grow.  
Along with that we are also regularly getting tracts out at the feira livre (market fairs in the streets) and we have 
some ideas for some other ways to evangelize that we hope to start when things reopen next year.  
 
    Our language study is going well but in all we will probably miss over a month of classes   (continue on page 2)
PRAYER REQUESTS: THANKSGIVINGS:
• The salvation of Davi and his family  
• Plans for evangelizing & not to be prevented by lockdowns  
• Our residency renewal, and the increase of our language skills

• Chances to witness & minister to these families on the street  
• Our residency numbers were issued  
• Seeing the Lord bless and uphold us in Brazil through 2020

Davi  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…because of our move, our professor’s mom having covid, in December my wife and I got the flu and then the 
school closed for Christmas break.  Even with those things we have had many extra occasions to practice 
Portuguese, a few times a week my wife teaches English to a couple of the girls from church and I meet with one 
of the deacons who helps my reading from the Portuguese Bible.  The church is now allowed to have around 130 
in attendance and every week I get to exercise my Portuguese there because I 
am a volunteer at the church helping members and visitors follow the city’s 
Covid regulations for assemblies.  Regarding the language one of the great 
blessings for me was in November, I was asked to give a devotion in Portuguese 
for the men’s society and even though it was short it was exciting to see them 
understand and be encouraged by it. Thank you all especially for your prayers 
for our language studies, please continue!  
 
   On a personal note, as I mentioned earlier, one of the most time consuming things we have done since being in 
Brazil is settling into a place to live. This year we have moved 4 times since our arrival and it takes almost a week 
to pack up, transport, and unpack everything in the next place but now that we have a residency number we are 
able to rent longterm rather than staying in AirBnB.  Many Brazilians advised us to rent an apartment rather than 
a house even though houses are generally bigger and cost much less, they are not safe in the city.  Most 
apartments have a 24 hour security at the gates and high security walls that are monitored.  The senior pastor 
here moved years ago to an apartment because he and his family were held up by robbers as they tried to get in 
through the gate of their walled off house and recently while in one neighborhood making a visit one of the other 
pastors was robbed of his phone and wallet.  So after visiting over 30 apartments throughout the city in 2 months 
time, making proposals on 6 different places where 2 places were sold on the same day as our offer, another was 
rented out to family, but finally after some negotiation our 7th proposal was accepted.  But we know in all of this 
the Lord was protecting us from some areas that were not the safest places to live.  
 
   Setting up home in Brazil is very different from the US, opening accounts for electricity, internet, water and gas 
even baffled a few of the Brazilians helping us and took over a month of hurdles to get it all done.  Finding 
furniture and appliances that would fit through the doorways and elevators of these older buildings and then 
having them delivered in less than 45 days proved to be another monumental task.  The timing of all of this 
though could not have been better since the day after Christmas the city was put back under lockdown until 
February because of a spike in Covid, so we praise the Lord we were able to get all the things we needed before 
stores closed down again. It has been an adjustment living in the constant movement, unending noise, and 
crowded life of a megacity but thankfully for our 12th wedding anniversary in October, our family was able to get 
a much needed break before all of this and get out of the city for a few days.  

 
    Another thing we wanted to do for a while but couldn’t because of the 
quarantine, was to visit an orphanage that was started years ago by an 
American missionary and today their son and his family continue the 
ministry caring for the children.  We set a time to go there right after we 
moved to bring a few Christmas gifts for each of the 14 orphans along with 
gifts for the caretakers.  We looked forward to seeing them the Saturday 
before Christmas but I came down with the flu and my wife caught it later 
so we had to just send them the gifts and plan to go next year.  
 

   Finally, we ask for your continued prayers for the residency renewal, we are hoping to have everything set for an 
appointment in January but with the new lockdown we have no idea how that will effect this process. But as we’ve 
seen happen so often this year, we carefully plan, unusual events happen and it causes a complete change of 
plans and so we are learning to trust even more on the Lord directing us through all the uncertainty.  Again, the 
Huggins family thanks you all very much for your love, prayers, and support!  We appreciate your part in what 
the Lord allowed us to do here in Brazil in 2020. The Lord bless you all!


