
May-June 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


	 We are happy to inform you that after a year of shutdowns, Norway has begun easing Corona 
restrictions. I’m unsure of the size of group that is currently allowed to gather, but it has long 
surpassed our numbers! Travel restrictions have also begun to ease. It is constantly changing, but 
currently the US is at a purple level. I believe this means that anyone can come, but a 10 day 
quarantine is still required. Even though we are technically allowed to hold church services, there is no 
one interested in our area. 


Ministry 
	 Presently, our mindset is to “do the next thing.” We have been driving an hour and 20 minutes 
once a week for Sunday services with another congregation, but in our town, the kids and I have been 
canvassing the mailboxes with gospel tracts. We are still going to nearby Ski for tracting and street 
preaching. Right now, my main goal is to master the A2 level of Norwegian. Holly took the Norwegian 
exam in May and passed at the B2 level. (There are six levels, from A1-C2. C2 would be speaking like 
a native.) Even though almost everyone speaks English here, we’ve talked with Norwegians that say 
that English is considered to be entertainment, and isn’t taken as seriously as someone speaking in 
their native tongue. This fall, we will also have to take a Norwegian culture class and pass that test as 
well. All of this will hopefully enable us to get permanent residence visas next spring. This may be a 
repeat from the last prayer letter, but it is very important and a huge step to life here. Once we have 
that, my work status will become much more flexible, I will have more time to devote to both language 
studies and ministry, and we could move anywhere in the country if the Lord so directs. We have been 
asking God to lead us in the direction he wants us to go. We are also praying about buying a house 
once we have permanent residence status. Our rent right now is about $2,300 a month. The house we 
are renting is very nice, but the previous house we were in cost about $1,700. It was exactly half the 
size as the new, and had the original windows from 1936. The electricity didn’t quite cost the difference 
between the two houses, but it was close, and we didn’t even go through any severe cold. The 
problem is that estimates say that 45,000 people have moved out of Oslo during the past year 
because the Corona restrictions were so strict. This has raised housing prices within our area 
significantly! Housing was already high before, but we guess that to buy the house we currently live in 
would cost around $1,000,000! We are still praying for the Lord to lead us to something more 
reasonable in the area that He would have us to be. Besides tracting and language studies, we are 
trying to stay aware of those that God has brought into our lives. We have one friend that we have 
spent much time with during the past year. 



She has heard hours of witnessing and Bible and seems open, but we feel the main need is for her to 
realize that the Bible is the authority, not religion or opinion. She sincerely thanked us “for coming to 
Norway and showing her how important Jesus is.” But we believe that she is still confused by the 
tangled web of religion and has not solely put her faith in Him.


Family 
	 We have been enjoying the summer weather and are growing a garden again. We had a rough 
start, but with the fine weather, it is growing very well. After the weeding, watering, and work involved, 
it’s a joy to see the kids appreciate the fruits of their labor. 

We are all in good health, although Holly and the kids survived one of the worst pollen seasons so far! 
Due to the nature of work I’ve always done, my lower back has had increasingly more pain over the 
past few years. I got a MRI this week to see how serious the problem is and what can be done to 
maintain or prevent further injuries.

	 With the easing of restrictions, the kids have been able to be around other kids a lot more. 
Ethan, Molly, and Gabriel, have been able to attend a few 4-H meetings, as well as some get-togethers 
and campouts. Although piano is over for the summer, Susanna has auditioned and been accepted for 
6 free private piano lessons from a professor in Oslo during the next year. Please pray for her (and 
Ethan) as they search for the Lords will in their lives. 

Please also pray as I have been asked to preach to around 100 people at summer camp next week. 
There will be translation- pray the Holy Spirit ministers. 

	 Thank you once again for your personal investment into our lives as a family as we learn how to 
minister God´s words to Norway. Though it may be a lengthy and costly proposition, all that is done for 
His glory will last eternally. We genuinely appreciate all of you back home. Praise the Lord for his 
faithfulness through the past year!


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 In Christ, 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Grotkes




