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 As we move into a season of thankfulness, I would like to share an opportunity the 
Lord has given us that we are very thankful for: 

Hopeman Primary School 

 Before we even settled into our village of Hopeman, I began to pray that the Lord 
would open a door for me to have a presence in the local Primary (Elementary) school. It is 
something that I had asked some other missionaries in Scotland about, and they shared with me 
the great difficulty they had at times faced when trying to gain any type of presence in their 
local schools. Some had been told flatly by school officials that they had “Many ways to keep 
Pastors out of the school.” After hearing this, I assumed that I would face the same difficulties 
in Hopeman. Turns out, God had other plans!  
 We had been living in the village for 2 days, when I received a phone call from the Head 
Teacher (Principal) of our local school asking me to come and meet with her. When we sat 
down, she asked if I would be willing to come into the school monthly and share with the 
whole student body what our church believes! She told me that, “You can say whatever you 
want, I just ask that you preface by saying, ‘This is what our church believes.’” So for the last 
four years, God has allowed me to go into a public school, and share about Jesus Christ!!!  
 Those assembly services have led into other opportunities. Just recently, the teacher of 
the 3rd grade class asked me to come and teach the kids about the Bible, including showing 
them how to look up verses for themselves. Just this past week, another teacher has asked if I 
could come into her class and teach the children what we believe about Christmas, and why 
we celebrate it.  

Please pray with us that God will continue to keep this door open in our school!!!! 

‘Guising’ 
 Of course October 31st was Halloween, whose origins go back to Celtic festivals in this 
part of the world. Traditionally in our village, the children will dress up and go “guising.” The 
origins of guising go back to a time when people felt evil spirits were about on October 31st, 
so they would dress up and disguise their children, as they felt this would make the evil spirits 
leave them alone. Today, the tradition has mixed in with the more modern idea of trick-or-treat.  
 This year we opened up the church to offer a family-friendly event. We played games and 
passed out tracts and literature about the church, and of course we gave them candy as well! At 
least 75 kids came through, not including their parents. Many of those families had never set 
foot inside our church before, and one of those families even decided to come back on 
Sunday! Praise The Lord!!! 

Please pray with us that the seeds which were planted during this event will continue to 
bear fruit. 
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