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“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen  

are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”             II Corinthians 4:16-18 

 
Summers are hot and humid here in central Japan and this year was no different.  Exercising and trying to stay somewhat 
active doesn’t seem to get easier.  One hot August day, I was biking in the mountains with one of my sons and ended up 
getting heat exhaustion.  For the next few days, it seemed like all my energy was gone.  The cooler fall weather is a 
welcome relief.   
 
So far, we have not had any corona virus cases in our church, and we thank the Lord our Japanese and English services 
have been going on as usual.  We cancelled our summer camp, however, when the authorities in our prefecture issued a 
state of emergency and tightened restrictions for part of August.  
 
In my last letter I mentioned a Chinese mother (Mrs. I) and daughter (Ms. S) who started watching our services online.  
The following is an update along with a truth I was reminded of: About 3-4 months ago I was working on a message, but it 
was not coming together as hoped.  While studying for this message, it happened to be that there were two company 
workers laying carpet and flooring around me.  After about 4 hours they finished their job and were getting ready to pack 
up and leave.  I remember thinking… Lord, look how fast they progressed and how much they accomplished; and they did 
a good job.  During that same time though, I’ve hardly made any progress on this message… (It was rather discouraging.)     
 
Sunday came and it was time to preach the message I had been trying to prepare.  Before the sermon, there were two 
new people that I was introduced to who were watching online, and they were facing probably one of the most difficult 
times in their lives.  The father had died suddenly and the mother (Mrs. I) and her daughter (Ms. S) were grieving their 
loss. The message I had been working on was called “The Spiritual vs. the Physical,” and it matched the circumstances that 
developed that Sunday.  The Holy Spirit knew what message they needed.  Over the weeks the Lord has been working 
especially in the mother’s heart as she reads her Bible and listens to the preaching of the word.  Then not long ago, after 
preaching a message on “God’s Great Salvation,” Mrs. I wrote saying that she had been born again and wants to continue 
to grow and learn about God’s will for her life! What a tremendous blessing.   
 
The devil tries to continually shift our focus in life, as Christians, from the spiritual to the physical through many avenues.    
Seeing the “physical fruit” that physical labor can readily bring about can tempt us to shift our focus from the spiritual to 
the physical.  Conversely, spiritual fruit that spiritual labor brings about often takes time, and in some cases may never be 
seen.  The difference is that spiritual fruit is eternal (II Corinthians 4:16-18), and I was reminded again of how important it 
is to focus on the spiritual, not on the physical.  
 

              Reporting on  

       July – August 2020 
        
    



We have had a young man, Bernard, from the Philippines come to our services for the past few months.  He is here for 
work and will return home in another month or so. He gave his testimony and told how God graciously saved him.  He is a 
member of a Bible Believing work in the Philippines and his testimony was a great encouragement to the Filipinos in our 
church.   
 
Our church in Japan is more of an international church: we have people with Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Filipino, and 
Brazilian ancestry.  I think about what a blessing it would be if each of our people could regularly hear good sound 
preaching from a native in their own mother tongue.     

 
Prayer Requests: 1) Pray for the spiritual growth of Mrs. I.  2) For God’s blessing on our evangelism and tract distribution. 
3) For our children as they homeschool in Japan, and for some good friends.      

 
Thank you for your burden for the lost and for your prayers for us!   

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

The Brigham Family 

 


